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EDITORIAL 
 

Balanced casino bill 
 
 
 

THE FEDERAL INDIAN Gaming Regulatory Act was designed to allow Indian tribes to build gambling casinos on their 
reservations, mostly in rural areas. However, in recent years, because of confusion over the federal law and a lack of 
clear state policy, there is now a growing movement to build large urban casinos in California, particularly the East Bay. 

Local officials and opponents of urban casinos are understandably concerned about allowing a landless Indian tribe to 
buy property in a metropolitan area, turn it into a reservation and construct a casino with Nevada-style gaming. 

Rep. Richard Pombo, R-Tracy, is also worried about urban casinos, but he does not want to trample on Indian 
sovereignty. 

His vision is to curtail urban casinos by giving local officials veto power over off-reservation casinos. Pombo also would 
like to create two "Indian Economic Opportunity Zones" in each state, where tribes could build and cluster casinos. 

Pombo opposed an attempt in Congress to place a moratorium on new Indian casinos. He rightly said that such 
legislation would kill the Indian gaming act. 

Pombo has put together a bill to accomplish his goals and is holding hearings to get public input. 

The legislation is of particular interest to East Bay residents and officials because tribes from Mendocino and Lake 
counties are seeking casino property in Richmond, North Richmond and Oakland. 

Their efforts come on the heels of actions by the Lytton band of Pomo Indians, which has bought a San Pablo card room 
and is seeking to turn it into a large casino with up to 2,500 slot machines. 

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, who now says he opposes urban casinos, backed the Lyttons. So did Rep. George Miller, 
D-Martinez, who placed a rider on a measure to help the Lyttons quickly turn the San Pablo property into a reservation 
so they could open a casino. 

A bill by Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., seeks to negate the Miller amendment, but its outcome remains in doubt. 

What is needed are clearer federal and state policies on Indian casinos. That is what Pombo's bill seeks to do. 

It acknowledges Indian sovereignty and tribes' right to build casinos in appropriate locations, but it also would do much 
to keep casino gambling away from urban areas, where it has strong local opposition. 
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